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A Look back at the Top 10 Native American Stories of 2008

The Indian Health Care Improvement Act: Indian health who once representdtie plaintiffs, Keith Harper, will take a

advocates have spent years trying to get the legislation audifferent approach than that of President Bush. "Now it is up
thorizing delivery of health care to all Native Americans to the next president and his Interior Secretary to settle what
reauthorized in Congress. This year, they came painfullyis the longestunning class action civil suit against the gov-
close, winning passage of this bill in the Senate before seeingernment,” lead plaintiff Elouise Cobell said this week.

their endeavors trumped by a failing economy and congres-

sional leaders more interested in making political hay ou? of 1he Navajo Nation long known for resisting the tempta-

this vital piece of legislation than helping this country's first tions of gambling, finally wades into the waters of tribal
peoples. gaming, opening its first casino, the Fire Rock Casino.

Indian Housing Bill: Congress passes the Native Americhn 1h€ ongoing dispute over the disenroliment of the Chero-
Housing Assistance and S@#gtermination Reauthorization k&€ Freedmenfrom the Cherokee Nation takes a new turn
Act of 2008, and President Bush signs it. The act provides@S the black caucus of the U.S. House of Representa-
formula-based block grant assistance to Indian tribes, which vesseeks to add a stipulation the Native American Hous-

allows them the flexibility to design housing programs to ing and SeHDetermination Act that would have required the
address the needs of their communities. Cherokee Nation to give the Freedmen citizenship in order to

receive federal housing benefits. The provisfaits to be-
Obama reaches out to Native Americans, winning their come law, but a lawsuit against the Cherokee Nation's offi-
hearts and minds over Hillary Clinton, whose husband, Bill, cers continuesMeanwhile, presidential candidate Obama
was considered a friend to Indian Country. Later, Native declines to take a position on the controversy.

voters will, by and large, choose Obama over John McCain,
also considered by many a friend to Natives. e A federal investigation reveal® culture of ethical fail-

ure" within the U.S. Department of the Interior, including
Cobell lawsuit: The 12yearold Cobell lawsuit filed on be-  allegations that at least 13 current and former interior em-

half of Native landowners whose lands have been misman-ployees rigged contracts, had sex with energy company em-
aged by the federal government continued this year as theployees and received gifts of ski junkets and golf outings.
plaintiffs appealed a judge's decision to award the plaintiffs a Article taken from: Indianz.Com.

token $455.6 million. The plaintifis are hopeful the next NitR://www.indianz.com/News/2008/012496.asp
and written by Kevin Abourezk

Continued on page 5

presidential administration, which includes a Native attorney
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Victim Assistance Program

During the 1Y National Indian Nations Conference in Palm Springs the lowa Tribe of Okla-
homa Victim Assistance Program was one of 10 in the nation recognized for the programs r
porting efforts. The Victim Assistance Program is entering into its third year of opera-
tion. The program was begun through a grant proposal written by Tribal member Gabi Sine.

'?:L:'-'i- U.S. Department of Justice
%)
:‘:.:,fgj’ Office of Justice Programs

Office for Victims of Crime

Wiahisgnon, 0O 20337

December 9, 2008

Barbara Murray, Director

Tribal Victim Assistance Program
Towa Tribe of Oklahoma

Foute 1, Box 721

Perkins, Ok 740359

Dear Ms, Murray:

As a follow=up to our discussions in Albuquerque, NM, at the 5™ Annual Tribal Victim
Assistance (TVA) Conference -- in which we agreed that the submission of bi-annual
Categorical Progress Reports should incorporate accurate performance data and fully
report on project activities -- it gives me great pleasure in saying thank you for the
exemplary report that was submitted under your grant for the period January through
June 2008,

I must also note that vour good work is helping to raise the bar and that other tribal-

and non-tribal grantees could benefit in leamning of your Tribe’s reporting effons in
comprehensively addressing goals and objectives; identifving challenges and
accomplishments; and including photos 1o capture gatherings and momentous occasions.
Additionally, you remain timely in your work and your office’s dedication to serving
victims of crime is recognized by your peers and the field.

Thank vou, again, for a job well done,

Robert H, Brown, Jr.

TV A Program Manager

Team Leader

Federal, Military and Tribal Programs & Technical Assistance
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
31 Only Breakfast [ 1  New Years 2
Served Day
Western Scrambled .
Eggs Kitchen Closed
Bacon
Biscuit and Gravy
Tomato Slices
Orange Juice  Milk
S 6 Sitter-cise |7 8 9
2:30 1 +4 Craft Day P-up/Deliver
Chili w/ Cheese & On- Steam Fry Commodities
ions Salmon Patties %2 Boiled Potato Soft Turkey Taco
Crackers Brussels Sprouts | Seasoned Green Bealls |/ jatce & tomato French Toast
Veggie Sticks w/ Dip Sweet Potatoes Fry Bread Spinach Salad w/ Strawberries
Berry Yogurt Parfait Biscuit  Milk Mandarin Oranges Refried Beans Bacon
Milk Peaches Milk Pears Milk Orange Juice
Milk
12 13 14 15 16
S| 3 /B Sitter-cise 2:30 Fish Stick i
oppy Joes w/ Buns ish Sticks izza
Baked French Fries Vegetable Soup Broccoli Green Salad Lun(\:/\klll Eé:r;ic:]ilgearn
Green Salad w/ chicken Macaroni Cheese w/ tomatoes
Strawberry Fluff Corn Bread Salad w/ dressing Orange Slices Blue Corn Mush
Milk Splenda Cherry Crisp Mixed Fruit SF Jello w/ fruit and Baby Bagels
Orange Milk nuts w/ cream cheese
TY P Milk Milk Blueberries
Bacon
. Grape Juice Milk
ICe Skatlng 19 20 21 22 23
: H itter-ci 1 +4 Craft Da
|ﬂC€ ntlve ACthlty Cheesy Tuna Slt;?:gouse Beef w/ Corn Soup y Scrambled Eggs
Casserole : % Boiled Potato Beans w/ Ham Ham Toast
Mixed Veaetables . Green Beans Spinach Salsa
Decem ber 131 2008 Salad g Roll Bazﬁ?:rﬁr?ili(en Fry Bread Onions and Peppers Grape Juice
Pears Tomatoes Fresh Fruit  Milk Salsa  Comn Bread Apricots  Milk
Milk Corn Berry Mix
Wheat Bread Milk
Fruit Cup Milk
26 27 28 29 30
Sitter-cise 2:30
Goulash Roast Beef Baked Fish Oatmeal w/ nuts
Mixed Vegetables Chicken w/ Noodles Mashed Potatoes/ Macaroni and Cheese Blackberries
WW Bread Green Beans gravy Capri Mixed Vegetables Toast
Splenda Peach Crisp Salad Asparagus Cinnamon Apples Milk
Milk Wheat Bread Salad WW Bread Tomato Juice
Fruit Cup Milk Strawberry Fluff Milk
Roll  Milk




